
 

The KNOWLEdge 
Friday 26th September, 2025 

Welcome to the latest edition of The KNOWLEdge - our school newsletter.  

To keep in regular touch and know what's going on, visit our Facebook page and school website.  

Phone: 01752365364 

Email: admin@knowle-plymouth.co.uk 

Quick News Bites! 

School Photo Day - Tuesday 30th September for individuals and siblings  

Cross Country - Year 3/4 running success this week 

Important up and coming date:  Parents evening bookings are NOW live on Arbor! 

https://www.facebook.com/knowleprimary/
https://www.knowle-plymouth.co.uk/


ALL Year 6 Parents - Secondary School applications are now open.  Register your child now 

using this link.  

CaterEds Menu  

What a fantastic week it has been!  

 

https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/apply-secondary-school-place
https://www.plymouth.gov.uk/our-main-menu


 

We have had visits out, visitors in....so much going on! 

Year 1/2 and Year 5/6 have been on their first trips of the year this week.  Bathed in autumn 

sunshine, the children in Parton, Armstrong and Picasso classes have embarked upon their 

open-top bus tour of Plymouth and Dartmoor.  They have taken in many sights across the day 

from Plymouth Hoe, the Tamar Bridge, Yelverton and more.  As part of their local knowledge, it 

is vital for our children to be able to understand where they live, the surrounding areas and 

landscapes.  We are incredibly lucky to live in such a diverse part of the country, the more we 

can use it, the better! 

On Wednesday, the children in Kusama, Johnson and Dahl classes visited Bovisand beach.  

Postponed due to last week's wet weather, the children had a fantastic day experiencing the 

local geography, exploring wildlife and features of the coastline.   

There are lots of photos on Facebook with a lovely selection below of both visits. 

On Friday last week, I had a very special guest, Rosie the Beaver, who spent the day in my office.  

Needless to say, Rosie was a very able assistant and left suitably exhausted at the end of the 

day!  Thank you for all of your help, Rosie!  



This edition of the KNOWLEdge is packed with information about Year 3/4's Week in Learning, 

visits from our LAT Maths Lead Helen, LAT CEO, Simon Spry, and experiences from across the 

week.  Enjoy! 

Have a fabulous weekend, stay safe and see you all on Monday.  

Mr Norris 

 



 

 



Up-and-coming parent and carer invitations to school-based workshops 

and learning opportunities   



 



Kita's Coffee Morning - every Friday from 9am 

Art and Craft for parents and Carers  -Friday 10th and 17th October at 9am (sign up using the 

QR code below) - speak to Nikita for more information  

Timid to Tiger - an 8-week course for parents and carers who would like support and advice 

around children's behaviours and anxieties at home.  Dates in January, 2026 to be confirmed. 

Likes, Follows and Feelings - a parent and carer workshop looking at the impact of social media 

on children's mental health and wellbeing - strategies to support.  March date to be confirmed.   

Bags of Letters, Bags of Numbers and Food is Fun were all huge hits and will be back in the 

spring and summer term.  Watch this space for dates!   

 

1 - Scan the QR Code to register for the Arts and Craft sessions. 



 

 



 

 



 



Week in Learning - Year 3/4 Team in Focus 



 



Week in Learning - Year 3/4 Focus 

Every week, Mr Bashford-Cole and Mr Norris meet with children to talk about their learning and 

experiences in school.  This week we have met with some of our Year 3 and 4 children.  They 

were very talkative about the learning taking place in their team this year - keen to impress with 

their excellent use of vocabulary and explanations.   

Reading  

The children have been learning new and challenging vocabulary to help them develop a deeper 

understanding of George’s Marvelous Medicine.  They could talk with knowledge about 

tremendous, pondering, tremendous and mixture.  The children talked to us about the different 

types of questions that they have to answer to help them understand the themes in the story.  

They read parts of the book aloud beautifully, pronouncing challenging words clearly.   

Top tip: When your child is reading aloud at home, it is always good to encourage them to pause 

and take a breath at full stops! 

Writing  

The children were very enthusiastic about their writing.  They are currently writing simile poems 

and using lots of descriptive language to bring alive their ideas.  They have been working hard to 

improve their handwriting joins and their spelling of challenging words.  In Year 3/4, the 

children are beginning to learn about instructional writing and they were able to talk in detail 

about the different features that they may use to write instructions effectively.   

Maths 

The children have been learning about the value of numbers and have been ordering different 

numbers, finding missing numbers on number lines and completing lots of different types of 

challenges.  They have been working hard to solve lots of different problems, using part-whole 

models and can talk about maths with enthusiasm and knowledge. 

The children in Year 3 and 4 are all working hard to learn their times tables in school.  Hamilton 

and Irwin are currently battling it out in a TTRS competition.  Your child can practice their times 

tables facts here:  TTRS Login  

Science 

Children have been learning about rocks and soils in science.  They talked knowledgeably about 

different rock types and their properties: permeable and impermeable.  We had a long talk 

about the different features and what this means including the types of rock and how they 

might be used e.g. slate and that it is used for building a roof of a house.  Science is about 

https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth


gaining greater understanding of the world we live in and we know that our children in Year 3 

and 4 are really enjoying being young scientists.   

Have a look at some examples below... 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Attendance - making every moment count 

 

It is vital that children are in school every day possible.  Statistics and research shows us that 

children who attend school more, make more progress in their learning and are able to develop 

better friendships and social skills. 

This week has seen some of our highest attendance figures to date - well done, everyone!  On 

Wednesday, we had almost 98% attendance in school which is a high point for the year so far.  

This is what we are aiming to achieve every day. 

Here is a breakdown of each year group's attendance this week: 

Reception - 94% 

Year 1 - 96% 

Year 2 - 95% 

Year 3 - 94% 

Year 4 - 95% 

Year 5 - 96% 

Year 6 - 94% 



In England, attendance is currently 95.5% for primary schools so we need so maintain strong 

performance against all other schools.  Our children deserve to be in school at least as much as 

their peers across the country - let's make it happen! 

Ways to improve attendance 

• Use our free breakfast club to give greater flexibility if you or a family member are poorly.  

• Make medical and dental appointments outside of the school day. 

• Use family and friends to help with drop off and pick ups if you need support. 

• Speak to Nikita or Tania for advice around morning routines if your child is struggling. 

• Arrive at school by 8:45am every day 

If your child is unwell, please contact the school office in the morning to let them know.  This 

means that their absence will be recorded as an illness (I) and is not unauthorised (O).   

What have we been up to this week? 

 



Here are some of our trip highlights from this week.... 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Maths Under the Microscope  

 

This week, Helen Adkins our LAT Maths lead, visited school to watch maths in action by visiting 

lessons and looking at children’s maths books.  She was VERY impressed.  

In classes, the children in Year 3, 4 and 5 were in their Mastering Number lesson.  Mastering 

Number is taught from Reception to Year 5 and teaches children all of the skills that they need 

to calculate quickly with numbers in maths.  The children have 20 minutes of Mastering Number 

at 11am before they go into their Power Maths lessons.  In Year 5/6, the children were working 

through their Power Maths lessons - solving problems using their addition and subtraction skills.   

Here are some of the books that we looked at from across the school. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



What else has been going on? 



 



On Friday this week, our CEO, Simon Spry, visited Knowle to meet some of our children and find 

out about our start to the new school year.   We enjoy welcoming our colleagues to visit and it is 

always a pleasure to share the work that we are doing in school.  Simon had a fantastic visit - he 

was very impressed with the quality of the learning environment and the focus of our children 

across the school.  It is always pleasing to hear what a great job our staff and children are doing 

at Knowle - well done, everyone!    

Little People, Big Dreams, Huge Effort!  Our favourite display is underway in the school and the 

children are beginning to collect their rewards and awards for achievement.  We have 

homework heroes, stars of the week and headteacher awards as well as this week's first Dojo 

award celebration of the new school year.  Here are some of our children sharing their strong 

start to the term. 

This week, children have been taking part in European Day of Languages across the school.  Our 

school modern foreign language is French however this day provides a fantastic opportunity to 

learn about the language and culture of different countries across Europe.  It is important that 

our children understand different cultures and ways of living, and days like allow our teachers to 

expand on the children's geographical and cultural knowledge.  Ask your child about the 

languages that they have been learning this week!   

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Year 3/4 Cross-Country Event  

 

Well done to our fabulous Year 3/4 runners who took part in a Plymouth-wide cross country 

event at Central Park on Wednesday.  The children were excellent - resilient and hardworking 

and as a result should be very proud of their individual finishing places.  



 

 



 

 



After School Club - we have moved to an Arbor booking system 

 

We are delighted to be moving our paid after school club booking system to Arbor.  This will 

make all booking processes easier for parents and carers with the additional benefits of the 

paying through the app as well.  We hope that booking in this way should also save you time as 

you can access all services from home.   

Our after school club is a popular part of our wraparound provision and we understand that 

there are requirements for different bookings and session for you and your family across the 

week.  You can book into any session through the app, book in advance and select the specific 

booking that you require. 

Bookings are taken on a first-come-first-serve basis so please ensure that you have booked the 

sessions that you require for your child.   

If you would like some support in making the Arbor bookings, please drop into the office where 

our team will only be too happy to help.   



 

2 - Within your Arbor App, you will be able to see After School Club booking for Nursery and then for children from Rec to Year 6.  
Please click through the options to book in. 



Stars of the Week!   

 

Important Dates for the Autumn Term 

September 

Monday 29th - PTFA meeting for all from 9am 

October 

Tuesday 7th - Year 3/4 STEM computer and robotic coding day 

Tuesday 7th - Parents Meetings Day 1 



Thursday 9th - Parents Meetings Day 2  

Friday 10th - Harvest Assembly and Foodbank Collection 

Friday 10th - WEAR IT YELLOW for Mental Health Day 

Friday 24th - Last day of half term 

 

For all of our dates for the year ahead, please visit our school website page:  Knowle Primary 

School - School Calendar   

https://www.knowle-plymouth.co.uk/calendar/?calid=2&pid=7&viewid=2
https://www.knowle-plymouth.co.uk/calendar/?calid=2&pid=7&viewid=2
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